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On Dec. 15, the Honduran Air Force was scheduled to take delivery of the first two of 12 F5E fighter
planes purchased from the United States. Both the Honduran and US governments say the F5s
are needed to maintain Honduran air superiority in the region that serves as a deterrent to the
Sandinista military. The F5s are to replace one-for-one an aging squadron of French-made SuperMystere jets that were purchased by Honduras from Israel a decade ago. After a meeting with
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo to discuss plans for a second round of cease-fire talks with the
contras on Dec. 16, President Daniel Ortega told reporters that Washington's provision of F5 fighter
planes to the Honduran military is contrary to the regional peace accord which stipulates that all
signatories should strive to reduce or maintain their respective armed forces at equivalent levels.
Meanwhile, he said, the Reagan administration labels Nicaraguan attempts to acquire similar
aircraft as a security threat to the region. Ortega stated that in any event, his government's desire
to obtain equivalent aircraft was not for the purpose of defending itself against Honduras "with
whom we have no military conflict," or threatening other neighboring countries. These planes, he
said, would "simply to enable us to intercept air supply drops to the contras from Honduras and El
Salvador." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 12/16/87)
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